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and bears off thofe very corpu'fcles which before it brought. 

Woodward) s Natural Hijiory. 
The circling mountains eddy in, 

From the bare wild, the dijfipated ftorm. Thomfons Autumn . 

2. To fcatter the attention. 

This flavery to his paffions produced a life irregular and 
dijfipated. Savage s Life. 

3. To fpend a fortune. 

The wherry that contains 

Of dijfipated wealth the poor remains. London. 

Dissipation, n.f. [ diffipatio , Latin.] 

1. The a£l of difperfion. 

The effedls of heat are moft advanced when it worketh 
upon a body without lofs or diffj dtkn of the matter. Bacon. 

Abraham was contemporary with Paleg, in whofe time the 
famous dijfpation of mankind and dillindtion of languages 
happened. Hale’s Origin of Mankind. 

Where the earth contains nitre within it, if that heat which 
is continually {learning out of the earth be preferved, its dijf- 
pation prevented, and the cold kept off by fome building, this 
alone is ordinarily- fufficient to raife up the nitre. Woodward. 

2. The flate of being difperfed. 

Now 

Foul dijfpation follow’d, and forc’d rout. Milt. Par. Lof. 

3. Scattered attention. 

I have begun two or three letters to you by fnatches, and 
been prevented from finiffiing them by a thoufand avocations 
and dijfpations. Swift . 

To Dissociate, v. a. [diffocio, Latin.] To feparate; to dif- 
un ite ; to part. 

In the dijfociating adlion, even of the gendeft fire, upon a 
concrete, there does perhaps vanifh, though undifcernedly, 
fome adlive and fugitive particles, whofe prefence was requi- 
fiteto contain the concrete under fuch a determinate form. Boyle. 
DissoLvable. adj. [from diffclvej Capable of diffolution; 
liable to be melted. 

Such things as are not diffolvable by the moiflure of the 
tongue, adl not upon the tafle. Neivtons Opt. 

DissoLuble. adj. [ df'olubilis , Latin.] Capable of feparation 
of one part from another by heat or moiflure. 

Nodules, repofed in thofe cliffs amongft the earth,, being 
hard and not fo dijfoluble , and likewife more bulky, are left 
behind. ~ Woodward’ s Natural Hijiory. 

Dissolubility, n.f. [from dijfoluble.] Liablenefs to fuffer a 
difunion of parts by heat or moiflure ; capacity of being 
diffolved. 

Bodies feem to have an intrinfick principle of alteration, 
or corruption, from the dijjolubiiity of their parts, and the co- 
adlition of feveral particles endued with contrary and deflruc- 
tive qualities each to other. Hale’s Origin of Mankind. 

To DISSOTVE. v. a. [ diffo'v r, Latin.] 

•I. To deflroy the form of any thing by difuniting the parts with 
heat or moiflure ; to melt; to liquefy. 

The whole terreflrial globe was taken all to pieces, and 
difblvcd at the deluge. Woodward’s Nat. Hijl. Preface. 

2. To break; to difunite in any manner. 

Seeing then that all thefe things fhall be difjoived , what 
manner of perfons ought ye to be. 2 Pel. iii. 1 1. 

3. To loofe ; to break the ties of anything. 

Witnefs thefe ancient empires of the earth, 

In height of all their flowing wealth diffolv’d. Mdt. P.LoJl. 

The commons live, by no divifions rent ; 

But the great monarch’s death clijfolves the government. Dry. 

4. To feparate perfons united. 

She and I long firice contradled, 

Are now fo fure that nothing can dJJ'olve us. Shakefpeare. 
g. To break up affemblies. 

By the king’s authority alone, and by his writs, parliaments 
are aifembled ; and by him alone they are prorogued and dij- 
folved , but each houfe may adjourn itfelf. Bacon to Billicrs. 

6. To folve ; to clear. 

And I have heard of thee, that thou can’ft make interpre- 
tations and dijfolve doubts. Dan. v. 16. 

7. To break an enchantment. 

Highly it concerns his glory now 
To fruflrate and dijfolve the magick fpells. Miltons Agonifl. 

8. T o be relaxed by pleafure. 

Angels di fold’d in hallelujahs lye. Dryden. 

To Dissolve, v. n. 

1. To be melted ; to be liquefied. 

As wax dijfolves , as ice begins to run 
And trickle into drops before the fun, 

So melts the youth, and languifhes away. Adclif Ovid. Met. 
- 2. To fink away ; to fall to nothing. 

if there be more, more woful, hold it in ; 

For I am almofl ready to dijfolve. 

Hearing of this. Shakefpeare’ s King Lear. 

3. To melt away in pleafures. 

Dissolvent, adj. [from dijfolve .] Having the power of dif- 
folving or melting. 

In man and viviparous quadrupeds, the food, moiflcned 
with the fpittle, is firfl chewed, then fwallowed into the flo- 


DIS 

mach, where, being mingled with diffilvcni juices it u 
cocted, macerated, and reduced into a chyle * c i )n " 
Dissc/lwent. „ f [from the adjedtive.] Having the 
of difuniting the parts of any thing. 6 P ° Wer 

it i,i the flomlch, iiin'lJ.mir 31 '' y'"''- 

°rsssii- p- •**» - £*ss 

Fire, and the morefubtle dffolver , putrefa-frion bv m;, -j- 
the particles of fubflances, turn them black. ’ j , !; ln 2 
Hot mineral waters are the befl diffolvers of phlegm YY 
Dtsso'LvtBLE. adj. [from difflk, \ is comS y 



dijfolvable y but lefs properly.] - Liable to perifh by diffolution 
Man, that is even upon the intrinfick conflitution of ) ’ 
nature dijfolvible , mufl, by being in an eternal duration ^ 
tinue immortal. Hale’s Oriein of mLi J 

Dl'SSO CUTE. adj. [dijjblutus, Latin.] Loofe; w{nton;u„l 
reflrained ; diflolved in pleafures ; luxurious ; debauched 

A giant huge and tall. 

Who him difarmed, diffolute, difmay’d, 

Unawares furpriz’d. Fairy Ducem b. i. canf „ 

Such Hand in narrow lanes. 

And beat our watch and rob our paffengers; 

While he, young, wanton, and effeminate boy, 

Takes on the point of honour, to fupport 
So diffolute a crew. Shakefpeare’ s Richard 11 

A man of little gravity, or abflinence in pleafures; yea* 
fometimes almofl diffolute. Hamard 

They cool’d in zeal, 

Thenceforth fhall pradtife how to live fecure, 

Worldly, or diffolute , on what their lords 
Shall leave them to enjoy. Milt ms Parndife Lof , b. xi. 

1 he true fpirit of religion banifhes indeed all levity of 
behaviour, all vicious and cliff lute mirth ; but, in exchange, 
fills the mind with a perpetual ferenity. Addifon’s Spectator. 

The beauty of religion the mofl diffolute are forced to ac- 
knowledge. Rogers’s Sermons. 

Dissolutely, adv. [horn diffolute.'] Loofely; in debauchery ; 
without reflraint. 

Whereas men have lived diffo lately and unrighteoufly, thou 
haft tormented them with their own abominations. Wifi. xii. 

Dissoluteness, n.f. [from diffolute.'] Loofenefs ; laxity of 
manners; debauchery. 

If we look into the common management, we fhall have 
reafon to wonder, in the great diffolutenefs of manners which 
the world complains of, that there are any footfleps at all left 
of virtue. Locke. 

Dissolution, n.f [ dijfolutio , Latin.] 

1. The a£t of liquefying by heat or moiflure. 

2. .The flate of being liquefied. 

3. The flate of melting awa y ; liquefadlion. 

I am as fubjedl to heat as butter; a man of continual dif 
folution and thaw. Shakefp. Merry Wives of JVindJor. 

4. Deflruction of any thing by the feparation of its parts. 

The elements were at perfecSt union in his body ; and their 
contrary qualities ferved not for the diffolution of the com- 
pound, but the variety of the compofure. * South’s Sermons. 

5. The fubflance formed by diffolving any body. 

Weigh iron and aqua-fortis feverally; then diffolve the iron 
in the aqua-fortis, and weigh the diffolution. Bacon. 

6. Death ; the refolution of the body into its confiituent ele- 
ments. 

The life of man is always either increafing towards ripe- 
nefs and perfection, or declining and decreafing towards rct- 
tennefs and diffolution. ■ Raleigh’s Hijiory of the World. 

We expeCled 

Immediate diffolution , which we thought 

Was meant by death that day. Milton’s Paradife Lof , b.x. 

7. DeflruClion. 

He determined to make a prefent diffolution of the world. 

Hooker , b. i. f. 3 * 

He thence fhall come. 

When this world’s diffolution fhall be ripe. Milt. Par. Lof . 
Would they have mankind lay afide all care of provifions 
by agriculture or commerce, becaufe pofiibly the diffolution ot 
the world may happen the next moment ? Bentley s Sermons. 

8. Breach or ruin of any thing compared or united. 

Is a man confident of wealth and power? Why let him 
read of thofe flrange unexpected diffolutions of the great mo- 
narchies and governments of the world. South s Sermons . 

9. The aCl of breaking up an aflembiy. 

10. Loofenefs of manners; laxity; remiffnefs ; difflpation. . 
Fame makes the mind loofe and gayifh, fcatters the fpirit^ 

and leaves a kind of diffolution upon ail the faculties.. out). 

An univerfal diffolution of manners began to prevail, an a 
profeffed difregard to all fixed principles. Atterbury s^ei mons^ 

DFSSONANCE. n.f [ diffonans , Latin; dijfonance, , Frenct 
A mixture of harfh, unpleafing, unharmonious founds , nr 
fuitablenefs of one found to another. 

Still govern thou my fong, 

But drive far off the barbarous difonance , , 

Of Bacchus, and his revellers. Milton s Paradife Left, 
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The wonted roar was up amidft the woods. 

And fill’d the air with barbarou $ dijfonance, 

whence L the harnrony or ffg, ^ 

of thefe times. . 1 

Di'ssonant. adj. [ diffonans , Latin.] 
x H irfh ; unharmonious. 

Dire were the flrain and diffonanj, to fing . . 

The cruel raptures of the favage kind. romf n s spying. 

’■ ie from reafon and nature, than 

that a man naturally inclined to 
fpif unkind and inhuman. nanvweu uu 

When confidence reports any thing dijomnt to truth, it 
obliges no more than the fallhood reported by it.- South. 
To DISSUADE, v. a. [difuadeo, Latin.] . 

, To dehort ; to divert by reafon or importunity from any 

thinS ‘ We fubmit to Csefar, promifmg < 

To pay our wonted tribute, from the which 
We were dif haded by our wicked queen. Shake/. Cymbehne » 

2. To reprefent any thing as unfit or dangerous. 

This would be worfe ; 

War therefore, open or conceal’d, alike ■_ 

My voice difuades. Milton s Paradife -Lof , b. 11. 

Not diffident of thee, do I diffuade • ' 

Thy abfence from my fight. Milton’s Paradife Lof „ b. ix. 

Fd fain deny this wifh, which thou haft made; , 

Or what I can’t deny, would fain dfuade. Addifon s Ovid. 
Di su'ader. n.f [from diffuade.] He that dilluadcs. 
Dissu'AsiON. n.f [ dfuafio, , Lat.] Urgency ot reafon or im- 
portunity again ft any thing; deportation. . . 

Endeavour to preferve yourfeif fromrelapfe by fuch dfua- 
Rons from love, as its votaries call inveClives againfl it. Doyle. 
Dissuasive, adj. [from dfuade .] DehortatOry; tending to 

divert or deter from any purpofe. 

Dissu'asive. n. f Dehortation ; argument or importunity 
employed to turn the mind off from any purpofe or purluit. 

The meannefs, or the fin, will fcarce be dfuafives to thofe 
who have reconciled themfelves to both. Govern, of the 7 ongue. 
To Dissu'nder. v. a. [ dis and funder. This is a barbarous 
word. See Dissever.] To funder ; to feparate. 

But when her draught the fea and earth dfunder’d y 
The troubl’d bottoms turn’d up, and flie thunder’d. Ohapm. 
Dissy'llable. n.f [Wam 2 <^.] A word of two fyllables. 
No man is tied, in modern poetry* to obierve any fartner 
rule in the feet of his verfe, but that they be d fyllables ; whe- 
ther fpondee, trochee, or iambique, it matters not. Dryden . 

Di'staff. n.f [biycsep, Saxon ] . 

1. The flaff from which the flax is drawn in fpinmng. 

In fum, proud Boreas never ruled fleet, 

Who’Neptune’s web on danger’s difaff fpins, - 
With treater power than fhe did make them wend 
Each way, as file that ages praife did bend. . Sidney. 

Weave thou to end this web which I begin ; 

I will the diflaff hold, come thou and fpin. Fairfax , b. iv. 

Ran Coll our dog, and T albot with the band, 

And Malkin with her diftaff in her hand. Dryden. 

2. It is ufed as an emblem of the female fex. 

In my civil government fome fay the crofier, fome fay the 
dijhff was too bufy. Howel’s England’s Tears. 

See my royal mailer murder’d, 

His crown ufurp’d, a diflaff in the throne. Dryden. 

Distaff-thistle, n.f. A fpecies of thiflle. See Thistle. 
To DisTa'in. v. a. [dis and Jlain .] 

1 . To (tain ; to tinge with an adventitious colour. 

Nor ceas’d his arrows, ’till the fhady plain 
Scv’n mighty bodies with their blood dijiain. Dryd. Virg. 

Place on their heads that crown dfaind with gore, 
Which thofe dire hands from my flain father tore. Pope. 

2. To blot; to fully with infamy. 

He underflood, 

That lady whom I had to me aflign’d. 

Had both dfaind her honourable blood. 

And eke the faith which fhe to me did bind. Fairy Jjhieen. 

The worthinefs of praife difains his worth, 

If he that’s prais’d, himfelf bring the praife forth. Shakefp. 
DISTANCE, n.f. [difance, French ; df antra y Latin:] 

1. Dfance is fpace confidered barely in length between any two 
beings, without confidering any thing elfe between them. Locke. 

It is very cheap, notwithftanding the great dfance between 
the vineyards and the towns that fell the wine. Addif. on Italy. 

As he lived but a few miles dfance from her father’s 
houfe, he had frequent opportunities of feeing her. Addifon. 

2. Remotenefs in place. 

Ctefar is ftiil difpofed to give us terms; 

And waits at dfance ’till he hears from Cato. Adclif. Cato. 

Thefe dwell at fuch convenient dijtance y 
That each may give his friend afliflance. Prior. 

3: The fpace kc-pt between two antagonifts in fencing. 


that 


there is ten 
Prior. 
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We come to fee fight ; to fee thy pafs, thy fiock, tny re- 
verfe, thy dijiance. Shakefpeare’ s Merry Wives of Wmdjor. 

Contrariety; oppofition. 

Banquo was your enemy. 

So is he mine; and in fuch bloody dfance. 

That every minute of his. being thrufls 

. Againfl my near’ft of life, Shakefpeare’ s Macbeth 

5. A fpace marked on the. courfe where hones run. 

This was the horfe that ran the whole field out of ajiance , 

and won the race. ^ ^ n Z £9 

6. Space of time. . 

You mufl do it by dfance of time. 2 tfdr. v. 47. 

I help my preface by a prefeript, to tell 
years dfance between one and tne other. 

7. Remotenefs in time either pait or future. 

We have as much affurance of thefe things, as things fu- 
ture and at a dfance are capable of. Tilotfon s Set mans. 

To judge right of bleffmgs prayed for, and yet ata dfance, 
we mufl be able to know things future. Smairidge s Sermons. 

8. Ideal disjunction ; mental feparation. 

The qualities that affedl our fenfes are, in the things 
themfelve-, fo United and blended, that there is no feparation, 
no dfance between them. Locke . 

9. Refpecft; diftant behaviour. 

I hope your modefty 

Will know, what dfance to the crown is due. Dryden . 

’Tis by refpeiSt and dfance that authority is upheld. Atterb'. 

If a man makes me keep my dijiance , the comfort is, he 
keeps his at the fame time. Swift , 

10. RetracSlion of kindnefs ; referve ; alienation. 

On the part of heav n, 

Now alienated ! dfance and diffafle. 

Anger, and juft rebuke, and judgment giv’n. Milt. P: Lof. 
To Di'stance. v. a. [from the noun.] 

1. To place remotely; to throw off from the view. 

That which gives a relievo to a bowl is the quick light, or 
white which appears to be on the fide neareft to us, and the 
black by confequence dfances the object. Dryd. Dufrefncy.- 

2. To leave behind at a race the length of a diflance ; to con- 
quer in a race with great fuperiority. 

Each daring lover, with advent’rous pace, 

Purfu’d his withes in the dang’rous race ; 

Like the fwift hind the bounding damfel flies, 

Strains to the goal, th tdf 'anc’d lover dies. Gay’s Fan e 
Di'stant. adj. [ dfans , Latin.] 

1. Remote in place ; not near. 

The wond’rous rock the Parian marble fhone. 

And feem’d to diftant fight of folid Hone. Pope . 

Narrownefs of mind fhould be cured by reading hiftorRs 
of pall ages, and of nations and countries di/iant from our 
own. Watt’s Improvement of the Mind * 

The fenfes will difeover things near us with fufficient exacl- 
nefs, and things dfant alfo, fo far as they relate to our ne- 
ceffary ufe. _ _ Watts's Logick. 

2. Remote in time either pall or future. 

3. Remote to a certain degree ; as; ten years, ten miles didant. 

4. Referved ; fly. 

5. Not primary ; not obvious. 

It was one of the firfl diftinclions of a well bred man to 
exprefs every thing obfeene in modefit terms and dfant phrafes, 
while the clown clothed thofe ideas in plain homely terms that 
are the moll obvious and natural. Addifon’s Spectator. 

Dista'ste. n.f [dis and tafef 

1. Averfion of the palate ; difreliffi ; difgufl; 

He gives the reafon of the dfafe of fatiety, and of the 
pleafure in novelty in meats and drinks. Bacofs Nat I ill or v 

2. Diflike ; uneafinefs. ’ / J y ' 

Profperity is not without many fears and dfaf es , and 
adverfity is not without comforts and hopes. Bacon’s Ff'ajs. 

3. Anger ; alienation of affedlion. ^ } " 

Julius Caefar was by acclamation termed kins:, to try how 
the people would take it : the people (hewed great murmur 
an l at , >*• . „ . Baum, Jpophth. 2 2I . 

The king ha/ing tailed of the envy of the people, for his 
imprifonment of Edward' Plan t^genef, was doubtful to heap 
t? T 01 " 0 dift a ft es °f ^t kind by the imprifonment of 
De la Pole alfo. Batons Henry VI f. 

On the part of heaven, 

Now alienated, diflance, and 'dfafe. 

And juft rebuke Pared. iM. 

With flern dfafe avow’d, J 

To their own diftridls drive the fuitor crowd. 

To Dista'ste. v. a. [from the noun.] 

1.. To fill the mouth with naufeoufnefs, or difreliffi. 

Dang’rous conceits are in their nature poifons 
Which at firfl; are fcarce found to difiajh ; 

But With a little ad upon the blood 

*. t“: ° f fu ’ phur - ’ Shak ^ otk,n, 

.. . Fd have it come to queflion ; 

If he dfafe it, let him to my filler. Shakefp. King Lear. 
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